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COUNTY COUNCIL

OF

HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND

BILL NO, 77- 19 ( as

amended)

Introduced by Counci~_~_~si~ent Freeman atEe_g..u~E)2_!_of County Executive

February 1, 1977egislative Day No. 77- 4 Date:

AN ACT to repeal Ordinance 20, heading, " Harford County Dog Ordinance

Number 20", and Ordinance 20A, heading, " Licensing", all of

the Harford County Commissioners Ordinances; and to enact in

lieu thereof new Chapter 4, heading, " Animals", to be added to

the Harford County Code ( 1975); said Chapter 4 to include Article

1, heading, " In General", Article 2, heading, " Animal Control

Commission", Article 3, heading, " Licensing", and Article 4, heading,

Rules and Regulations", said Articles and Chapter to provide for

a recodification of Ordinances 20 and 20A; to provide for the

control of dogs in Harford County; to establish definitions, an

Animal Control Commission, kennel regulations, licensing requirements,

fees and penalties for the violation thereof and generally relating

to the control of dogs in Harford County, Maryland.

By the Co unci 1, uK~ Q:r:l,lil: r:Y_l,__-13]7

uC2d, d t time, ordered posted and public hearing schedul d

n : ~~___ l1<3J::: QJL~L 1977

t.

Secreta ryOrde :

PUBLIC HEARH1G

vi been posted and Notice of time and lace

o he r n d T of B 11 having been published according to the

n 9 was he 1 don __. 0a:r:91L. L-lrrL_________

n ded

Secret r.y

BILL NO



aryland, that Ordinance 20, heading, " Harford County Dog

Ordinance I\ o. 20", and Ordinance 20A, heading, " Licensing", be,

and they are hereby repealed and that new Chapter 4, heading,

Animals", including Article 1, heading, " In General", Article 2,

heading, IIAnimal Control Commission", Article 3, heading,

Licensing", and Article 4, heading, " Rules and Regulations", be,

are hereby added to the Harford County Code ( 1975) to

lieu of the ordinances repealed, all to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4. ANIMALS.

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL.

12 Section 4- 1. Definitions.
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Be It Enacted 1oun Ccnmwil Of Coun

13 a) Owner. Any person, partnership, association

14 or corporation owning, keeping or harboring a dog.

b) Kennel. Any person, group of persons or

corporation engaged in the business of breeding, buying, selling

17 or boarding dogs.

18 ( c) Pet Shop. An establishment which offers to

19 sell live animals of any species with the intent that they should

20 be t as pets in the household.

21 ( d) At Large. Any dog will be deemed to be at

22 large when he is off the property of his owner and not under the

23 restraint of a responsible person.

24 ( e) Restraint. A dog is under rcstraint within the

25 meanlng of this Chapter if he is controlled by a leash or undcr

26 the control and ln view of an owncr and obedient to that erson' s

27 commands, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on the

28 street, or within the propcrty limits of its owner or kcepcr.

29 ( f) Animal Shelter or Animal Pound. premises

30 so designated by the Animal Control Commission for the purpose of

31 impounding and caring for the animals found running at large or in

32 violation of this Chapter.
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g) Animal Abandonment. Disposal of an animal ln a

2 manner not allowed by law.

3 h) Animal Control Commission. The duly appointed

Control Commission of Harford County.

i) Animal Control Warden. The person or persons

designated as such by the Animal Control Commission

enforcement officer.

8 j) Public Nuisance. Any dog repeatedly found at

9 large, making loud or objectionable sounds, damaging property,

in any manner which is deemed to be doing damage to property

the public health and well- being of the people, or which is

bitten a person or shall have been determined by the

imal Control Commission to be a detriment to public health,

and safety, shall be deemed to be a public nuisance.

k) Exposed to Rabies. A dog has been exposed to

within the meaning of this Chapter if it has been bitten

exposed to, any animal infected with rabies.

ICLE 2. A!\ IMAL CONTROL COMlvIISSION.

19 Section 4- 2. Composition.

20 a} The Eemmissiefi shall eefisist ef thfee { 3} ~ efsefis~

21 a member ef the Harferd EeHHty Health Bepartmefit, a member ef the

22 HHmafie Seeiety ef Harferd EeHfity, afid efie { I} ethef fesidefit eE

23 Haffefd GeHfity te be a~~ eifited by the Geufity Executive af Harferd

24 EeuRty, Ihe membershi~ ef the GemmissieR shall Ret exceed three

25 { 3} members, The tefm ef effiee ef Gemmissiefi membefs shall be

26 thfee { 3} years; The GeuRty Executive shall select the ehairmafi

27 ef the Gemmissiefi; His tefm ef effice shall be fef the peried ef

28 his term efi the Eemmissiefi;

29 a) THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF THREE 3 PERSONS:

30 A MEMBER OF TIlE I1ARFORD COUNTY HEAL TII DEPARTMENT, ! 2. MElvlBER OF THE

31 HUMANE SOCIETY OF HARFORD COUNTY, ANQ ONE 1 RESIDENT OF HARFORD

32 COlL~~~ ALL MEMBERS WILL BE APPOINTED BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE IN

2-
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ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 313 AND 223 OF THE

2 CHARTER OF HARFORD COUNTY. TIlE TERl'c! OF OFFICE OF COMMISSION

3 MEMBERS SHALL BE COTERMINO~~ ~ IIH IKI\T OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE.

4 THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE SHALL SELECT THE CIIAIR:\!AN OF TH1J COMHI SS ION.

5 ! lIS TERM: OF OFFICE SHALL BE FO~ : rJi~ PERIOD OF HIS TERM ON THE

6 COMMISSION.

Section 4- 3. Duties.

8 a) The Commission shall meet as often as deemed

necessary by the Chairman to hear formal complaints which relate

to animals and to conduct such business as deemed necessary to

11 insure compliance with this Chapter. The Commission shall

12 promulgate rules and regulations governing methods of operation of

13 any animal pound or shelter, methods of collcction, carc and

14 disposal of animals and such additional regulations as may be

required for the enforcement of this Chapter. The Commission

16 shall annually prepare a budget for the operation of the animal

17 pound and the animal control activities as required to enforce

18 this Chapter and present it to the County Executive. The

19 Conooission shall keep records and be directly responsible to the

20 County Executive.

21 Secticn 4- 4. Animal Control Wardens.

22 a) The Animal Control Wardens shall be recommended by

23 thc Animal Control Commission to the County Executive for his

24 approval.

25 b) The Animal Control Wardens shall be County employees

26 under the direction and suoervision of the Commission.

27 Section 4 - 5. Enforcement.

28 a) The provisions of this Chapter shall be enforced by

29 the appropriate law enforcement authority of Harford County and

30 the Animal Control Wardens who shall prosecute all persons found

31 violating the provisions of this Chapter.

32

3-
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ARTICLE 3. LICENSI~ G.

Section 4- 6. License Required.

a) No person shall own, keep or harbor any dog within

the County unless such dog is licensed as herein provideJ.

Written application for such license shall be made to the

6 Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits of Harford County.

7 The application shall state the name and address of the ovlller and

the name, breed, color, age and sex of the dog. The license fee

9 shall be paid at the time of making application; thereupon, a

10 receipt and a numbered identification tag shall be issued to the

owner.

12 b) All dog licenses and kennel licenses and pet shop

licenses shall be issued for one ( 1) year beginning with the first

day of July. Applications for licenses may be made thirty ( 38)

15 FORTY- FIVE ( 45) days prior to afid feyty- fi"e { if5) clays aHey the

16 start ef the licensing year or within thirty ( 30) days of taking

17 up residency in the County without penalty. When application

lS made after ferty- fi"e { if5) clays ef the lieefisifig yeay haye

19 elapsecl THE FIRST DAY OF JULY, the applicant shall be assessed

20 a penalty of fifty percent ( 50%) of the license fee which mnount

21 shall be added and collected with the regular license fee;

22 provided, if the dog or kennel did not become subject to licensing

23 until after the start of the licensing year or if the dog owner

24 has been given a summons and is subject to pay a fine for failing

25 to have a proper license, then no penalty shall be assessed.

26 S e c t ion 4 - 7 . Fee s .

27 a) Begs, The yeaYly fee shall Be Three Bellars {$ 3)

28 fer male degs and spayed female degs~ Fiye Bellars {$ 5) fey female

29 clegs { HRspayeJ). These tags shall Be BBtaifiecl whefi the clegs are

30 eyer six ( 6) menths ef age,

31 a) DOGS. THE YEARLY FEE SHALL BE FIVE DOLLARS 5

32 FOR STlJRILIZED DOGS; EIGIlT DOLLARS ($ 8) FOR UNSTERILIZED DOGS.

4-
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THESE TAGS SHALL BE OBTAINED WHEN THE DOGS BECOME SIX ( 6) MONTHS

2 OF AGE.

b) SENIOR CITIZENS OVER SIXTY ( 60) YLARS 9F AG~
2- ()

N THE

4 TAG FEES ONLY, SHALL PAY: 1'J-lREE~ ~() LLllRS ($ 3) FOR STERILIZED

DOGS AND FIVE DOLLARS ($ 5) FOR UNSTERILIZED DOGS.

c) Kennel. Every kennel which owns, harbors or keeps

from one ( 1) to nine ( 9) dogs over six ( 6) months of age confined

ln a kennel shall pay an annual license fee of twenty- five { 25}

f_~FTY Dollars HJiJU; a fee of Fifty BeHan {$ 58} SEVENTY FIVE

DOLLARS ($ 75) if the kennel owns, harbors or keeps from ten

10) to twenty- five ( 25) dogs; and a fee of Seventy- five Bellars

75} ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS if the kennel owns, harbors or

Keeps more than twenty- five ( 25) dogs.

c) Pet Shop. Every pet shop shall apply for an annual

15 pet shop license. A fee shall be Fifty Dollars ($ 50) per year;

16 however, pet shops shall not be required to have kennel licenses

but shall be required to maintain all requirements for the sale of

18 dogs which are required of kennels. Pet shops shall be required

19 to maintain satisfactory conditions as determined by the local

20 Health Department and meet all of the requirements which may he

21 set forth for them by the Maryland State Department of Health and

22 Mental Hygiene or the Maryland Livestock Sanitary Service of the

23 University of Maryland.

24 Section 4- 8. Tags.

25 a) The County shall provide annually metal tags to be

26 given to the owners of dogs when such owners shall pay the license

fee for said dogs; such tags shall be of metal and not more than

one ( 1) inch ln length, have the serial number corresponding

with the number on the license issued, have a substantial metal

30 fastener with which to be fastened to a dog' s collar. The

31 general shape of the tag shall be changed from year to year and

32 the tags furnished kennel owners shall have the word, kennel,

5-
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thereon and each kennel license holder will be entitled to ten

10) identical tags. If any tag is lost, it shall be replaced

by the County or designated agent upon application by the person

to whom the actual tag was issued upon production of such license

and a fee of Ten BeHan {$ le; ONE DOLLA~ ($ 1). The owners

of kennel licenses shall only use their issued tags on dogs

owned by them.

8 ( b) License tags shall be worn hy the dogs at all times.

c) The holders of kennel licenses shall, in writing,

submit to the Animal Control Commission within three ( 3) days, a

description of the animal, indicating age, sex, color and breed,

the names and addresses of the persons who receive dogs from their

kennels and their County residence.

d) If there is a change of ownership of a dog or kennel

during the license year, the new owner may have the current licens

16 transferred to his name upon payment of a transfer fee of One

7 Dollar ($ 1).

18 Section 4- 9. Guide Dog.

19 ( a) If the application for a license discloses that the

20 dog for which a license is sought should be used as a guide dog

21 trained to aid the blind and it is actually used for this purpose,

22 the license shall be issued without payment of any fee and the

23 issuing agent shall issue aoross the face of the license in red

24 ink the words, Guide Dog.

25 Section 4- 10. Police Dog.

26 ( a) If the application for lioense discloses that the

27 dog for which a license is sought should be used as a police dog

28 trained for this field and it is actually used for this purpose,

29 the license shall be issued without payment of any fee and the

30 lssulng agent shall issue across the face of the license in red

31 ink the words, Police Dog.

32

6-
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Section 4- 11. Veterinary Hospital.

2 ( a) Veterinary hospitals or clinics, research facilities,

3 where bona fide medical research is being conducted, humane

shelters and other animal establishments operated by veterinarians

are excluded in the kennel lieensing requirements of this Chapter.

6 Section 4- 12. Nonrcsidents.

a) The licensing requirements of this Chapter shall not

8 apply to any dog belonging to a nonrcsident of the State and kept

9 within the boundaries of Maryland for not longer than thirty ( 30)

10 days.

Section 4- 13. Monies Collected.

a) All monies collected for the sale of dog licenses

shall be deposited in the General fund of the County.

ARTICLE 4. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Section 4- 14. Restraint.

a) The owner shall not permit a dog to be at large,

17 meanlng to be off the premises or property of the owner, unless

8 under restraint, except dogs accompanied by the owner being used

19 or trained for hunting and dogs accompanied by their owners on

20 horseback. Damages which result from dogs' hunting activities

21 shall be the responsibility of the dog owners.

22 Section 4- 15. Impoundment.

23 ( a) An unlicensed dog or dogs found runnlng at large

24 shall be taken to the IIumane Society of Ilarford County and there

25 confined In a humane manner for a period of not less than five

26 ( 5) days, and may thereafter become the property of and may be

disposed of in a manner approved by the Animal Control Comnission,

28 if not claimed by their owners.

29 ( b) Licensed dogs running at large shall be held seven

30 ( 7) days and a reasonable effort made to contact the owner prior

31 to disposal. These unclaimed animals shall become the property

32 of and may be disposed of in a manner approved by the Animal

7 -
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1'01 Commis lon i not claimod their owners.

c] When dogs are ound at largo ana thoi

3 lS known the An I Control Wardens, such

4 need not be d, but Animal Control Wardens shall, ~ t

5 their d s rotion, cito the rs such s to appear in court

6 to ans" er e 0 violation 0 thi C tel'.

7 Immelliate1 up dogs or other animal

8 the Animal Control Wardens shall make a prompt and reasonable

9 effort to noti the owners of such do ed, and inform

10 Lhe:Jl ()

11 an

12 S ct

13

14

the conditions wher rna~)" 1'e 111.n cust osuch

4- 6. tion 0 uunc10d L 5 .

The owner shall b itl to resume osse Slon 0

do cept as r inafter pr and upon

15 t OVlIOIl of thi t and the o

16 oundment s et forth hcycinm

17 Proof of O\\' llcr st be est b of

18 O1dner h 111(1\,: include license rece t, affidavits of

19 ne ors, a to etc.

20 do ounded under rovisions 0 this

ter c reclaime,.1 t payncnt of21

4 I .

22

23

24 dog Dunded hereunder may be reclaimod as

25 ovided upon p the owner to tho Humane Socia

26 of Harford County of the s o T_WQ. Bel 5 H5J DOLLARS

27 n add itj I d-Lar C 0 1" ( : 1: J DULLA.!;.S

28 shall be cd to the oUlHlmen t

29 imal. t Fe forth heroin shall be colI cted

30 the Animal Control Comm 11 adlli Li OIla 1 as he

31 ciniIl1al COJlt ()' 1

32 1 8 . c: o

I)

6 -
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a) The owner of any [ emale dog in estrus or a

2
condition commonly known as in heat or in season shall keep

3
the dog confined in a closed building equ ed ith e

4 loor In such a manner that it WIll not be in contact with

5 another dog except for intentional breed purposes.

6 b) When in the j nt of the Animal Control Commiss

7 or a graduate veterinarian a dog should be destroyed fer humane

8 reasons, such dog shall be destroyed without a restriction of any

9 holding time.

10 Section 4- 19. ~ uisance.

11 a) It is unlawful for any person to own or keep a

12 ch disturbs the peace and quiet of any nei orhood in an

13 inhabited area, or which is vicious al1d bites allY erson~

14 the sworn omplaint before the District Court of and [ or

15 rferd County of any two ( 2) or more ersons 0 different house-

16 hold alleg that a disturbs the peace and quiet o[ anv

17 ne rhood In an inhabited area of Har[ ord C or on the

18 sworn complaint of anyone ( 1) Dr nore persons that a IS

19 icious and has bitten any person, a summons shall be issued to

20 er of such do to appear b for the District Court of

21 and for Har[ ord County. Upon proof that the dog disturbs the

22 t of any nel orhood in an inhabited area, or IS

23 and has bitten any person, the owner or keeper shall be

red to deliver up the offending dog to be destroyed in the

25 humane manner possible, unless he removes the dog permanently

26 the neighborhood. I the owne or keeper is required to

27 liver up the to be disposed f or to remove it as aforesaid,

28 and he refuses or fails to do so, then it is the o[ the

29 appropriate law enforccment autho of the County or the Animal

30 antral Commission to seize the dog whercvcr it may De found and

31 to cause it to be disposed of in the most hunane manner possible

twi thstanding the aforegoing provisions of this Section, tl1832

9-



L1ao 3 PAGE 521

bark dogs In pursuit of game shall not be cons ideo hunt

o a disturbance of the
L

3
Section 4- 20. Ki 1

lie cace for the purposes hereof.

of Livestock and Compensation.

4 a) person may destroy any dog which he sees In

5 act of pursu attack wounding, k lling or escaping aft r

6 attack wounding or kill poul or Ii estock or attack

7 human s whe or not such or do s bear the proper

8 license tag required by these provisions. There shall be no

9 liability on such persons 1.n

10 ki 11

ges or otherwise for uch

11 ( b) When any inhah this County shall have any

ured a or do12 sheep, oul or live tock de troye

13 he may app to the Animal Control Commission, who shall appoint

14 3) s erested ersons raisers to vi and appraise

15 the s sustained him; at least one ( 1) of said appraisers

16 shall b an Animal Control Warden, and under oath, shall

17 state 1n writing to the the number of sheep, poultry or

18 livestock killed, the charact and extent of the ury, if any"

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

and the amount 0 r e,e , upon wh ch shall all

the owner; and both the raisers and the owner of

sheep, poultry or livestock shall make oath that they believe

to have been destroyed or ured a or do s; and

the eport o[ such proceedings has been filed, the Count

report, and if in Lr judgment the amount 0

es stated is unfair, shall award such amount as th de

11' which award shall be paid out of the fund hcrehy ere ted

ovided, however, that the said sworn report of the appraisers

be dcemed prima facie evidence 0 the fairness of the award

es 1n each instance; and provided further, that the C

e such an award unlesnot shall havc ersonal

its unfairness, or shall receive competent testimony

ct that the award 1.S in excess of a [ air commcrc 1

10-
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valuation 0 the sheep, poultry or livestock injured or destr

dogs. L the owner of the dog or s do the IS2

3 it shall be the duty of the County to noti such owner or

4 to destroy the dog or s immediately. If such dog or

5 s are destr by the owner, after proper notice, he

6 shall be exempt from all further liability, but in case the

7 owner or owners shall rcfuse or neglect to destroy the dog or

8 dogs upon proper notice, the owner or owners shall be iabl

9 to the County for to the ame tent as he would be

10 1 able In case of negli ence or malicious destruction of

11 property, and the County may, in its discretion, have the Animal

12 Contro Commission destroy the dog Dr dogs.

13 Section 4 2. Rabies.

14 a) Vhen any or other animal subj ct to rabies nas

15 bitten or attacked a person or attacked a person or ch IS

16 suspected of having rabies, such facts shall be immediat ly report

17 to the County Ileal th Department, and such animal shall not be

18

19

be confined In a way and for a time directed

the County llealth Officer. Such confinement shall be

20 t rminated only with the consent 0 such County Health 0 1 cr.

21 The confinement shall be at the expense of the owner or custodian

22 of such animal. If the animal dies or has been destroyed, its

23 head shall be removed and sent immediately to the County Ileal th

24 D The local Police Department or the County Sheriff

25 shall enforc all orders of the County He lth Officer under this

26 r1-OV is ilJlL

27

28

2. rts 0 ite Cases.

It shall be the dut of every hysician, other

hospital29 medical practitioner, outpatient or accident room of

30 0 report to the County Health Department the names and addresses

31 of persons treated for bites inflicted by dogs, together with such

32

11
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information as will be helpful in rabies control. 1. 43, Sec.

2 616 0 the Health laws 0 and) .

3 Section 4- 23. Responsibilities of Veterinarian.

4 a) t shall be the duty of every veterinarian

resident of the State to report to the County Uealth Department

any animal oonsidered by him to be rabid or to be a rabies suspect

Section , 1- 2. 1. l1vestigation.

a) For the purpos 0 dis the duties

9 th s ter and to enforce its rovisions, the Sher ff or his

10 authorized ies and the Animal Control Wardens are empowered

11 to enter upon any rem is s where there is probable cause to beli

12 that a violation of the provisions of this tey exists~

13 Section 4- 25. Inter nce.

14

agency 0 uunt or

No person shall interfere with, h r or : nole t

rap iate author zed aw enforc15

16 the Animal Control Wardens ln the performance of their duties or

17 seek to release any animal ln the custody except as herein

18 prov:i ded.

19 Section 4 26. Records.

20 a) t shall be the duty of the Animal Control Commiss on

21 to keep, or oause to be kept, accurate and detailed records of

22 nt and disposition of all dogs oom ng into their cus

23 It shall be the o the Animal Control

24 Commission to keep, or cause to be t for one ( 1) year, accurate

25 and detailed records of the bit cases reported to them and

26 investigation 0 the same.

27 Section 4- 27. Penal

28 person found guil o violating any provision 0

29 t h j co C ter shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanor and sha 1 be

30 fined a sum of not more than Fifty lays ($ 50) for each offens .

31 SlCTlON 4 - 27. 1. CIVIL PEI\ALTL

32 TI-1E AN TrvfAI.. CONTROL SHALL SERVE A VIOLATION

2

o.sed
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2

TO PERSON FOUND I VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE.

SHALL HIPOSE UPON SUCH VIOLATOR C VI ]' fONETARY PENALTY

DOLLARS 15 WIlICH SHALL BE PAID TO HARFORD COUNTY,3

THIN TEN 10 PULL SATISH\CTI o TI-IE4

5 PENALTY. TIlE PENALTY SHALL INCREASE TO TWENTY- FIVE

6 DOLLARS 5 FOR A SECOND OFFENSE AND IFTY DOLLARS 50 FOR

7 THIRD OFFENSE.

8 Section 2. And Be It Purther Enact that if any SIan or

9 provisions of this Act, or the art cular application thereof,

10 shall be held to be invalid, the remaining provisions and their

11 application shall not be affected ther Should any provision

12 hereof be inconsistent with any rule, regulation or poll o any

13 other agency having jurisdiction, such provision shall be invalid,

14

June
6,. 

1977

the remain provisions and their application shall not he

15

Id be II; l'ul't ,'he Ena t3. that this16 t shall t e

60) calendar s from the date it ecomes law.17 IX

18
EFFECTIVE:

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

1 -



USER 3 PAGE 525

Read

il 5, 1977

6th i1 77

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been approved by the Executive

and returned to the Council, becomes law on April 7, 1977.

dd..,m~.
Ange a Markowski, Council Secretary

EFFECTIVE: June 6, 1977

1" 71

med&~~~ i~
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